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Youth Are Asking Today 
by C. Mervyn Maxwell 
Chairman, Department of Church History 
Andrews University 
NOBODY CARES 
Sometimes I get terribly discour-
aged. No one seems to care about 
me. My parents used to spend time 
with me, but now they're too reli-
gious. Always it's church meetings, 
church suppers, church commit-
tees. They're never at home; and 
when they are, it's always nag, nag, 
nag about everything I do, and end-
less questions about every detail 
of my life. They don't care about 
me as a person. . . . At school my 
teachers are too busy to talk to me, 
and the other kids act as if I didn't 
exist. If I took an overdose of sleep-
ing pills, then they'd wake up and 
care—after it's too late. 
Your parents want to do the right 
thing. Trouble is, they don't know 
how. You have changed a lot lately. 
When you were a primary or jun-
ior girl, you were proud to have 
them interested in everything you 
did, and they had learned by expe-
rience how to express their interest 
in you. Lately you have been chang-
ing rapidly into an adolescent, and 
your parents haven't kept up with 
you. Natural processes have begun 
to prepare you for independence 
from home so that someday you 
can have a home of your own. Now 
when your parents ask about your 
daily activities you regard it as an 
intrusion into your privacy—even 
though not long ago you appreci-
ated it! If you choose, you can in-
terpret your parents in a different 
way. They are trying to show you, 
the best way they know, that they 
are interested, that they do care. 
If you are even remotely consid-
ering suicide, it is an evidence that 
adolescence has brought you, as it 
does many others, to an unfamiliar 
sense of timidity and embarrass-
ment. Some teachers are "too busy" 
for their students, but most are ded-
icated men and women who would 
love to help you if they knew you 
wanted them to. You are afraid to 
wait after class long enough to get 
their attention, so why not write 
your favorite teacher a note and 
ask him for an appointment? He 
will be glad to see you, I'm sure. 
As for the other young people in 
your class, you can bet your bottom 
dime many of them think no one 
cares for them either! For how 
many of them do you care? Why 
not choose two or three that no 
one else is interested in and start 
being friends with them, asking 
them about their troubles and hang-
ups? Soon you'll be able to forget 
about the ones who don't care for 
you because of the good times 
you'll have with the ones you care 
for. 
MARIJUANA SORCERERS 
Plowing through the mail that 
accumulated while I was on vaca-
tion I came to your column, and 
particularly to an item, "Why the 
trauma about pot?" You did a good 
job of it. I do feel though that since 
the question was asked by a pro-
fessed Christian, a Bible answer 
should have been given. Recently 
in a meeting I heard a police officer 
say that "sorcerer" in Revelation 
21:8 really means a drug user. If it 
does, how could a professed Chris- 
tian continue to use these destruc-
tive substances? I have known lots 
of marijuana addicts, and the 
"harmless" drug made wrecks of 
them all. 
Thank you. The policeman has a 
point. 
"Sorcerer" in Revelation 21:8 
translates a Greek word that means 
"a person who uses pharmaka," and 
pharmaka are drugs. These drugs 
may be either medicinal (hence our 
word "pharmacist") or poisonous. 
In Revelation 21:8 they are the 
harmful kind, and God is saying, 
"Murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers [drug users], . . shall 
have their part in . . . the second 
death." This same word is used 
three more times in the book of 
Revelation, and two of the three 
link sorcery ( drug using) with 
other sins including adultery. See 
Revelation 9 : 21; 22:15. 
In this sex and pot age it is im-
pressive to note that here God lists 
drug abusers right along with sex 




I have been brought up in a de-
nomination that practices footwash-
ing before the Lord's Supper—and 
demands baptism (by immersion) 
before its own youth can take part 
in Communion. Yet it allows open 
Communion for visitors, who don't 
need to have been baptized or to 
have taken part in the footwashing. 
Several of us haven't made up our 
minds to be baptized, but we think 
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we have a right to Communion. 
Our pastor said we have to be bap-
tized first, but when we asked him 
to show us where the Bible said 
so, he couldn't convince us. What 
do you say? 
Your church is right in observing 
the footwashing service as a prep-
aration for the Lord's Supper. Jesus 
instituted both services on the same 
night (just before His crucifixion) 
and spoke with equal emphasis con-
cerning each. About the Supper He 
said, "This do in remembrance of 
Me" (1 Corinthians 11:24) and about 
footwashing, "You also ought to 
wash one another's feet." John 13: 
14, RSV. When some objected to 
eating "His flesh," He said, "Unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of man 
. . . , you have no life in you" (John 
6:53, RSV.), and when Peter ob-
jected to Christ's washing his feet, 
Jesus replied, "If I do not wash you, 
you have no part in Me." John 
13:8, RSV. 
Your church is also right in put-
ting baptism prior to footwashing. 
When Peter was (finally) persuaded 
to let Christ wash his feet, he swung 
to the opposite extreme and asked 
Jesus to wash him all over. But 
Christ declined, saying "He who 
has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for his feet" ( John 13:10, 
RSV. ); that is, the Christian who 
has been baptized does not ordinar-
ily need rebaptism but only foot-
washing. 
Churches that practice open 
Communion leave it to their visitors 
to evaluate their own sincerity. But 
Paul warned the participant to 
judge himself closely: "Let a man 
examine himself, and so eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup. For 
anyone who eats and drinks with-
out discerning the body [of Christ] 
eats and drinks judgment upon 
himself." 1 Corinthians 11:28, 29, 
RSV. 
Baptism symbolizes dying with 
Christ and rising to a new life in 
Christ. Romans 6. The Lord's Sup- 
per provides "food" for the new 
life. Have you examined yourself 
closely to see why you want to live 
the new life without first dying to 
the old one? Do you think you can 
live with Christ without first dying 
with Him? Do you and your friends  
unconsciously consider yourselves 
so good that you don't need to be 
"bathed" all over but need only to 
have your feet washed? 
Or is your problem perhaps no 
more than a hang-up over some de-
tail of your denomination's operat-
ing policies and power structure? 
Do you want "Christ" all right but 
not "your church"? If so, why not 
try for a real rap session with your 
pastor? Tell him what's really both-
ering you, and see if he can suc-
cessfully talk it through with you. 
DEVIL'S MEDICS? 
I joined the Adventist Church 
two and a half years ago and am 
growing more and more every day 
to live and love its wonderful mes-
sage. But I was very disappointed 
in the answer you gave in one of 
your columns in regard to the war 
question. You seem to feel it is right 
to participate in the war so long as 
you do so as a medic. War is of the 
devil, and he delights in it. I feel 
an obligation to remind you of 
2 Corinthians 6:14, 17: "Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrigh-
teousness?" "Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye sep-
arate, saith the Lord." 
The Bible tells us not only to be 
separate from the world; it also tells 
us to "go into all the world." Mat-
thew 28:18-20. Jesus said to His 
Father, "I pray not that Thou 
shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that Thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil." John 17:15. In 
the same chapter He described His 
followers as being not "of the 
world" and yet still "in the world." 
In Matthew 5:13 He called them 
the "salt of the earth," something 
they could never be if they lived 
altogether in isolation. 
Evidently Jesus wanted Chris-
tians to be physically present where 
sinners are and to be "separate" 
from them chiefly in a spiritual 
sense. 
Most American soldiers are 
young fellows little more than 
eighteen or nineteen years of age, 
taken away from home (usually un-
willingly) and placed where tempta-
tion and fear are enormous. Do you  
really believe the church should 
desert them in their hour of great 
need? 
I ask you to distinguish between 
the soldier with a gun and the sol-
dier with a stretcher. I do not 
believe any dedicated Christian 
should enter the war to kill, but 
surely dedicated Christian youth 
should be willing, when called, to 
enter the army to save—to witness 
in word and deed to the love of God 
in a world of hate. 
The devil delights in war. 
Can you think of something he 
might delight in even more? 
How about a war that he could 
have all to himself? 
LAUNDER THAT LOVE! 
Our young assistant minister is so 
wonderful! He surely deserved a 
better wife than he got. As it is, the 
one he has is so jealous she fol-
lows him around everywhere and 
never trusts him out of her sight. I 
have written him several times to 
show I understand. Naturally he's 
too afraid of her to reply; but when 
it's his turn to preach he includes 
little sentences and illustrations that 
just fit our case, so I know he loves 
me. I'm praying hard that he won't 
have to wait very long. But how 
much longer is God going to keep 
us waiting? And what else can I do? 
There's a lot you can do. 
First, stop kidding yourself. His 
wife follows him around because 
she loves him. He doesn't answer 
your silly letters because he loves 
her. 
In cases like this a person such 
as yourself must take herself sternly 
and severely in hand. For your own 
sake, I recommend that at once you 
carry your imagination to the "laun-
dry" and wash it in the strongest 
"detergents" you can find. Effective 
brands include: "Thou shalt not 
commit adultery." Exodus 20:14. 
"Wherewithal shall a young man 
or woman] cleanse his way? by 
taking heed thereto according to 
Thy Word." Psalm 119:9. "Blessed 
are the pure in heart: for they shall 
see God." Matthew 5:8. "Thou shalt 
call His name JESUS: for He shall 
save His people [insert your own 
name here] from their sins." Mat-
thew 1:21. 
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